
 
Solo Thoughts  

February 2018 

with 

Solo Treasures 
 

A Research Tool 

for Soloists, Instrumentalists and Music Committees 
in Christian Science Churches 

 
 

Researched, Compiled and Edited by  
The Solo Thoughts Editors  

The Watchfire Music Team and 
Julia Wade, Managing Editor 

 
  

 
 

 
 



 
NEW VOCAL SOLO TITLES! 

Here are the Newest Hot-Off-The-Press 
Digital Sheet Music Titles at WFM: 

 
April Brahinsky 

https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/april-brahinsky/  

 
Carolyn Kardinal 

https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/carolyn-kardinal/ 
 

Deborah Offenhauser 
https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/deborah-offenhauser/  

 
Elizabeth Ragsdale 

https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/elizabeth-ragsdale/  

 
 

More Recent Additions to Watchfire Music’s 
Sacred Song Catalogue: 

 

 
Frank La Forge 

https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/frank-la-forge/  
 

Jeanne Alden Joy 
https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/jeanne-alden-joy/ 

 

Jennifer Nubel 
https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/jennifer-nubel/  

 

John F. Wilson 
https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/john-f-wilson/  

 
Keith Crosby Brown 

https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/keith-crosby-brown/ 
 

Lea Schmidt-Rogers 
https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/lea-schmidt-rogers/ 

 

Peter Link 
https://watchfiremusic.com/profile/peter-link/  
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Avoid unnecessary scrolling through endless pages! 
Use The Navigational Feature on your Adobe Reader: 

Bookmark Hyperlink Navigation 
 

Leap quickly from week to week and from section to section  
by using the Bookmark View on your Adobe Reader.   

This will save you from scrolling back and forth! 
 
Just follow these simple instructions: 
1. Open this pdf in Adobe Reader, and go to the top nav bar where you see “Adobe Reader” 

listed at the top far left of your screen.  Look to the right of that. 
2. Click “View” and choose “Navigation Panels” in the drop-down list. 
3. Click “Bookmarks”. 
4. This will open a column of Bookmarks to the left of your pdf. 
5. In the Bookmarks pane, you will be able to click easily to each section of Solo Thoughts. 

 
In summary, just remember this sequence: View/Navigation Panels/Bookmarks
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Welcome to Solo Thoughts! 
 
 
Here’s what’s in store for you when you use this resource: 

• Simple format 
• Efficient process to search for solos for your church service 
• Direct links to multiple online music sites for ease of purchase 
• Instant digital downloads & shippable hard copy music at your fingertips 
• Comprehensive research tool matching solos with bible lesson sermons 

 
Here’s what you can expect with each week listed in Solo Thoughts: 

• Concise lists of solos, ranging on average, between 12 and 25 songs per week. 
• Solos are categorized for ease of use: 
 

  Solo Categories: 
  1. Solos: Overall Theme 
  2. Solos by Bible Lesson Section 
  3. Solos by Hymn Words 
  4. Solo Settings of Mary Baker Eddy’s Poems and Texts 
 
Learn how to navigate easily and efficiently from week to week: 

Use the Bookmarks Tool in Adobe Acrobat to move easily from week to week 
and from solo category to solo category.  Just follow the directions on the Table of Contents 
page to open your Bookmark Pane. 
 

Ex: 

  
 
Click directly to the purchase point for each solo listed: 

Each song title has a specific link to take you to the “buy” page for additional information 
and online purchase.  
Just click, explore and buy. 
 

Ex: Apple of My Eye – Music and Lyrics by Deborah Ann Offenhauser 
Explore and Purchase this Song at the following Site(s): 
Instant Digital Sheet Music:  
https://watchfiremusic.com/shop/sheet-music/apple-of-my-eye/   

 
Additional tools to help you find the perfect solo: 
 Many song titles offer multiple links to buy instant digital sheet music, shippable  
 hard copies, and song book collections. You can also listen to or purchase a  
 related CD. 
  Example:  
  Peter and John (2005) 
  Music by Mindy Jostyn 
  Lyrics by Mindy Jostyn and Jacob Brackman based on Acts 3:1-3 
  Instant Digital Sheet Music:         
  https://watchfiremusic.com/shop/sheet-music/peter-and-john/  
  CD: https://watchfiremusic.com/shop/albums/coming-home/  
 

 

 
Enjoy your inspired music search with Solo Thoughts!
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Solo Thoughts News and Notes     
 

1st Quarter 2018 Q&A         
 
To learn more about the new website at watchfiremusic.com,  
Please visit our Frequently Asked Questions at 
https://watchfiremusic.com/faq  
 
It’s official! The new website is here! 
Some things are different! Many of you, by now, have experienced the new 
website for Watchfire Music.  Thank you for your patience as we worked out a 
number of things for your benefit during the first 10 days of our launch of the site. 
 
It’s been quite an amazing adventure, and we have been grateful to go on that 
ride with you!  For all of the questions that you may have, please do check our 
FAQ link listed above.  You will find lots of answers there to your questions. 
 
And if you are still wanting to connect with someone on staff at Watchfire Music, 
please do not hesitate to reach out and email us here: 
support@watchfiremusic.com -- We are here to help you! 
 
And now … here are some of your most frequent FAQs – Your Frequently Asked 
Questions regarding Solo Thoughts! 
 
Solo Thoughts Song Titles 
Q: Why do we sometimes see song titles posted more than once in a quarter, or in 
consecutive quarters -- and conversely, -- why are certain titles left out that would 
clearly go with the Bible Lesson? 
A: This is a great question.  The answer is that the Solo Thoughts editors work to 
bring you a creative and informed set of titles each quarter.   
 
Sometimes, the editors will repeat a title used from the last quarter, or again in the 
same issue, because that title seems to highlight more than one Bible Lesson in an 
important way. 
 
Conversely, in order to highlight new music and new composers whenever 
possible, the editors may sacrifice listing titles that were recently used in a previous 
or current quarter of Solo Thoughts. On the whole, WFM and the Solo Thoughts 
editors feel that it is very important to bring new musical ideas for Bible Lessons and 
to introduce new titles wherever appropriate and possible.  
 
Tip: Hang on to your Solo Thoughts from previous quarters in a given year and 
perhaps make notes on solos that you think would work well for future Bible 
Lessons.   
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Listing Choral Music Titles in Solo Thoughts 
Q: Why does Solo Thoughts often include choral music titles when Solo Thoughts is 
geared to the solo singer in church services? 
A: We’ve found through experience that choral music titles can broaden and 
refresh a church soloist’s repertoire.   
 
The many choral titles that we list are very well suited to being performed by a 
soloist.  In most cases, the soloist usually needs to do some extra work to map out 
the melody, though it may move between staves at different points in the choral 
score.  
 
Through some planning with the accompanist, these choral songs-turned-solos can 
bring new life and music into the church service.  To cite a couple of examples, 
Joseph Martin’s “Song of Unity” and his “Song of the Spirit” work beautifully as solo 
songs for the church service. 
 
Update on posting Solo Thoughts 
Q: How far in advance does Watchfire Music post each new issue of Solo 
Thoughts? 
A: Historically, we have posted each new quarterly issue of Solo Thoughts exactly 6 
weeks in advance of the new quarter.  About a year and a half ago, we extended 
the post deadline to fall somewhere in the 5 to 6 week range in advance of the 
new quarter.	
 
Due to what appears to be a later schedule of the release of the quarterly Bible 
Lesson Citations from the CSPS, we are now further shifting our posting deadline to 
fall within the range of 4 to 6 weeks in advance of the new quarter.  We’ll always 
work to keep the posting as close to 5 to 6 weeks in advance as possible. 
 
More Questions 
Q: How do I find Solo Thoughts on the new watchfiremusic.com website? 
A: Good news!  It can be found on the top Nav Bar! 
Just look for the “Resource” drop-down menu on the top Nav Bar of 
watchfiremusic.com.  Click “Resources” and then click on “Solo Thoughts CS.” 
    
 
Q:  What is a [Solo Treasure] and where do I get the music?  
A:  A [Solo Treasure] is an out-of-print song that is no longer available for purchase.   
 
As a courtesy to you, we include out-of-print titles that you may already have in 
your church music library, and we match them to upcoming Bible Lessons.  When 
you see the label [Solo Treasure] listed after a title, this indicates that the song is no 
longer in print circulation. Therefore, no link is provided to purchase the song. 
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News: Items of Interest          
 
Remember: You may share Solo Thoughts with your musicians, music committee 
members and other interested members of your church (and your church only).  
So, feel free to share the Solo Thoughts PDF via print-out or email within the circle of 
your church community.  
 
ISOTW: Inspirational Song of the Week   
Get your Inspirational Song of the Week!  This is a weekly series from Watchfire 
Music. It highlights song recordings from the WFM catalogue and is available to 
listen to throughout the week. Just click here any time to listen: 
https://watchfiremusic.com/inspirationalsongoftheweek/ 
 
To receive your Inspirational Song of the Week, delivered each week via 
email, please click on this link to sign up: http://watchfiremusic.fanbridge.com/  
 
Solo Thoughts Community on Facebook! 
Watchfire Music has created a Facebook Group for Solo Thoughts subscribers 
and anyone interested in music in church. The group is going full steam with lots 
of new members. 
 
We look forward to seeing YOU on Facebook and becoming a part of the Solo 
Thoughts Community. There, you will be able to post, comment, ask questions, 
and share your stories of progress and success in your work with music in your 
churches. Please visit the Solo Thoughts Community on Facebook and join! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/211924449003826/  
 

General Information          
 
Watchfire Music - http://www.watchfiremusic.com - is the owner and exclusive 
distributor of Solo Thoughts. We’re hard at work bringing both new composers and 
music to you as well as bringing more out-of-print solos back into circulation. Please 
visit our DSM Shop at https://watchfiremusic.com/shop-info/ 
 
All of Watchfire Music’s sheet music catalogue is available in the form of digital 
sheetmusic downloads. You can view sample pages of every piece of music on 
the site andlisten to sample MP3s for most titles listed. Finally, you may purchase 
and download MP3song files for listening and studying. Many composers also now 
offer accompaniment tracks for use in performance. 
 
Other Sheet Music Resources: 
Solo Thoughts includes many other websites for researching and purchasing solos 
that best meet yours and your congregation’s needs. We research throughout the 
Internet to provide the purchase links for each solo title listed in this publication. 
Our list includes, but is not limited to various online sheet music distributers, the 
websites of individual composers, and publishers as well. 
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Sheet Music Information         
 
Transpositions: 
Susan Lindquist is doing transpositions on order through her music service SLVivace; 
however, you MUST own the music and MUST state that you own the music when 
you place your order at slvivace@comcast.net  Also, transpositions are for your 
personal use only and not for further distribution or resale. 
 
Lyrics and Music: 
As we branch out beyond the old standards to search for new and interesting 
music, we are recommending solos that come from a variety of sources, including 
contemporary CS composers, but we are also including music from other 
denominations. Some churches are limited in the words they want to hear; others 
allow a broader range of lyrics. 
 
As we bring you newer music, there are more styles of music, including gospel, 
contemporary Christian, spirituals, theatrical, and pop music. Not all of these styles 
will appeal to every congregation. We suggest you might clear the words and 
music with your music committees if there is a question. 
 
In general, we will list the some of song lyrics unless they are easily referenced, such 
as hymn words (i.e., check the Christian Science Hymnal) or Psalm 23 (i.e., check 
the Bible). Due to copyright restrictions full lyrics may not always be listed.   
 
ALL LYRICS QUOTED ARE FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. 
 
In the case of using altered lyrics, please note that changing lyrics is illegal without 
the permission of the copyright holder, unless the lyrics are PD (public domain—
published before 1923). If you must change a lyric to fit the needs of your 
congregation, please note that the changed lyric that you perform in church or 
anywhere cannot be published, recorded, broadcast, or performed in a paying 
public performance without the express consent from the copyright holder. 
 
Please Note: 
We continue to work to find all the URLs to get you directly to the listed music. If 
you find a broken link, please let us know. It’s one of the ways we keep our 
databases up to date -- through the generous help of our subscribers.  You can 
reach us at support@watchfiremusic.com 
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In Summary            
 
As we continue to evolve Solo Thoughts and bring more interesting sacred music to 
your attention, we sincerely hope that you enjoy this research tool.  We hope that 
it serves as a springboard of inspiration and ideas as you continue on your 
adventure of presenting inspirational and healing music in your church services! 
 
With warmest wishes,  
The Solo Thoughts Editors  
and the Watchfire Music Team 
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Date: February 4, 2018 

Subject: Love 
Solo Categories: 
   Solos: Overall Theme 
   Solos by Bible Lesson Section 
   Solos by Hymn Words 
   Solo Settings of Mary Baker Eddy's Poems and Texts 
 
  

Solos: Overall Theme 
 

 A Gentle Voice (2015) 
Music and Lyrics by Amy Duncan  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://www.watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=1212 
 
Tender and sweet, this is a quiet solo that will work well for beginning musicians, including Sunday 
School students. The song's message is simply and beautifully underscored to bring out the power 
of being still and listening. 
 
Lyrics: When I listen I can hear the gentle voice of Truth, Calling me, leading me to trust in my 
Father’s care. Softly in the stillness of the night it comes to me, Like a balm, healing me and taking 
my fears away. Often when the problems of the world would weigh me down, There He is, calming 
me and helping me lean on Him. Gentle as a whisper when I turn my thought to Him, There’s His 
voice, blessing me and guiding me on my way. So I close my eyes in my solitude, And I listen for 
His voice. Then it comes to me, oh so quietly, And I silently rejoice. 

 
 A Still Small Voice (2013) 

Music and Lyrics by Peter Link  
Source: 1 Kings  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=1147  
CD: http://watchfiremusic.com/album.php?dcid=221 
 
This moderately difficult solo has a lovely melody and a sensitive accompaniment. It tells of God’s 
still, small voice coming to us in thoughts, ideas and healing, breaking through the chaos of events. 
 
Lyrics: There is something in the stillness Calling softly to me Even though I'm all alone And the 
sound is like nothing I've ever heard or seen And it's calling from the deep unknown Then the 
mountains move And the cold wind roars And the fire fills the sky But temptation always passes by 
Leaving something in the stillness Calling softly to me 'Woman don't you run and hide You shall not 
be afraid You can trust in me If you listen to the voice inside' "When the mountains move And the 
cold wind roars And the fire fills the sky The temptation always passes by If you listen to me' It's a 
still small voice Oh a still small voice Oh a still small voice Calling to me It's a still small voice Oh a 
still small voice Oh a still small voice Calling to me There is something in the silence When I quiet 
my mind And the water's rolling over me And the hush it is endless And the song runs free And the 
voice is like a melody And the time shall come When the choice is made And the voice deep inside 
Will stay with me and be my guide Through the waters ahead It's a still small voice Oh a still small 
voice Oh a still small voice Calling to me It's a still small voice Oh a still small voice Can you hear it? 
It's a still small voice Calling to me Can you hear it calling? 

 
 Child of God (2008) 

Music by Andrew D. Brewis 
Lyrics by Margaret Glenn Matters  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://www.watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=568 

February 4, 2018 - Subject: Love
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With a contemporary pop-folk flavor, this fairly easy solo is quiet, tender, and comforting, and the 
words fit well with the music. 
 
Lyrics: O Love, our Mother, ever near, To Thee we turn from doubt and fear! In perfect peace our 
thoughts abide; Our hearts now in this truth confide: Man is the child of God. O Light, in Thy light we 
can see That man is ever one with Thee. In love our lives Thou dost enfold, And now our waiting 
hopes behold That man is God’s own child. O joy that ever will remain, Midst seeming sorrow, hate, 
and pain, Our hearts to fill with this glad song That soars above the mists of wrong: Man is the loved 
of Love. 

 
 Even Now (2011) 

Music and Lyrics by Peter Link  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://www.watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=1008  
CD: http://watchfiremusic.com/album.php?dcid=212 
 
This contemporary, moderately difficult solo is charming and melodic with outstanding words on 
God’ s never-failing protection. It may be accompanied by either keyboard or guitar. 
 
Lyrics: Even now The sun will rise, The morning come, The day begin. Even now When all seems 
lost, And darkness falls over all. Even now God’s watching over you, Here in the dawn’s first light, At 
every turn, In every need, With every breath you take. Even now With cross to bear, He’s always 
there In simple truth. Even now With heavy heart, His love will lighten your way, Even now He 
soothes the salted wound, And eases your troubled mind. At every turn, In every need, With every 
breath you take, God loves you. Hallelujah! God frees you, Hallelujah! Even now With broken 
dreams And weary soul, He’ll carry you. Even now When all has failed, And mountains are in your 
way, Even now He stands a sentinel, The shepherd of all you do, Your every turn, Your every 
prayer, And every move you make, Your every turn, Your every need, And every breath you take, 
God loves you, Remember these words that I sing God loves you, God frees you, Hallelujah! 

 
 Father-Mother (2000)      [Solo Treasure] 

Music by O'Connor-Morris 
Lyrics by Miles Buckston Watts 
 
This traditional solo is through-composed and is moderately difficult with some accidentals to 
negotiate, but worth the work in preparation! 
 
Lyrics: O perfect Life, all human sense transcending, Help us to live from error's thrall set free; Help 
us to know, our thought on high ascending, That, as we love, we live eternally. O perfect Truth, o'er 
error's subtle seeming Shine with the light of true reality; Scatter the mists of earth's delusive 
dreaming; Rend the grey veil which dims our view of Thee. O perfect Love, help us to help our 
brother, See him as perfect, Thy reflection be; So shall we come, all loving one another, To see 
Thee face to face in unity. Life, Truth, and Love, on Principle, all guiding, Held in Thy arms we 
evermore are free. Father and Mother, in Thy love abiding, we find our heav'nly home, and dwell 
with thee. We find our heav'nly home, and dwell with thee. 

 
 Give It Away (2017) 

Music and Lyrics by Elizabeth Ragsdale, arr. Michael Butkus-Bomier 
Instant Digital Sheet Music: https://watchfiremusic.com/shop/sheet-music/give-it-away/  
 
Contemporary solo with jazz harmonies and a strong motif that emphasizes the universal availability 
of love and the need to share it. Moderately challenging accompaniment. 
 
Lyrics: Love, divine Love, is yours to claim. It flows to me and you and all, Can't be contained. 
Seeking the soul of humanity, Love shapes its gentle grace To meet each need. A steadfast stream 
is ever at hand. Love refreshes the weary heart With just one command. All of Love is yours by 
reflection. You and I express no less Than its present perfection. What a treasure our inheritance. 
No detail of Love's design Is drawn by chance. Good cannot be spent nor divided. The whole of it for 
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all mankind Is ever provided. When you see a favored daughter or son, While some are shunned. 
When you face the face of despair, And no one seems to care. Look beyond the limits of doubt To 
witness Father-Mother love Here and now. Lay aside the urge to strive. Love's tender touch is 
enough To make you thrive. Include the world in your wide embrace. More and more of love you'll 
hold If you give it away. Give it away. 

 
 God's Love (2012) 

Music and Lyrics by Carolyn Kardinal  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=1029 
 
A contemporary solo with a folk/pop flavor, this piece is fairly easy and has a charming melody and 
words on Love that are rich with feeling. 
 
Lyrics: 1.Those who wander in the wilderness of sorrow, Who are lost in the desert of despair, Shall 
be guided and guarded by angels from above Bringing comfort and hope, for God is Love. God is 
Love. Then the light of inspiration shines upon them To lead them out of darkness, guilt, and fear. Its 
rays overspread them like the wings of the dove To bless and reassure them, God is Love. God is 
Love. REFRAIN: God? s Love is deeper than the deepest ocean; Wider than the eye can see; 
Higher than the stars in heaven; How gracious God?s love that surrounds you and me. 2.Soon they 
reach the promised land of milk and honey, Conscious of God?s kingdom within, And they walk in 
the light of understanding from above When they hear and believe God is Love. God is Love. They 
are led from sense?s slavery to freedom For they walk as the reflection of Soul. God?s light 
overspreads them like the wings of the dove To bless and reassure them: God is Love. God is Love. 
REFRAIN. Blest are those who hunger after righteousness; They are filled with the manna of the 
Word. God?s love supplies every need from above When they listen and obey, for God is Love; God 
is Love. REFRAIN. 

 
 Human Race (2013) 

Music and Lyrics by Michele Gonzalez  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://www.watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=1163 
 
This somewhat difficult original contemporary solo mixes major and minor, and the words express a 
desire to reawaken a brotherhood of man, a oneness in community, and the encouragement that we 
can all make a difference. 
 
Lyrics: There’s so much hatred in the world… I just want Love to have a turn. I know it’s taking way 
too long – For us to stand together strong…. ‘Cause we could change the world today. Don’t be 
Afraid – it’s not too late. Just look around, we’re all the same. Different colors, still one Race… The 
Human Race. When my friend died, you felt my pain. We’re all connected in some way. Just know 
we’ll never be alone… It’s time for us to feel a Love unknown… There’s more to life than guns & 
war… No need for peace to be destroyed and torn, So let the lessons be learned. Let’s come 
together ‘Cause we could change the world today. Don’t be Afraid – it’s not too late. Just look 
around, we’re all the same. Different colors, still one Race… The Human Race. 

 
 I Thank You (2011) 

Music by Deborah Ann Offenhauser 
Lyrics by Barbara Beth Whitewater  
Instant Digital Sheet Music: http://www.watchfiremusic.com/song.php?smid=986 
 
Contemporary and fairly easy, this solo is a delightful song of gratitude, charming in its simplicity 
and with outstanding words. 
 
Lyrics: I thank You my Father, my Mother, my All. You have every answer before every call. Thank 
You my Father, my Mother, my All. Thank You my Father, my Mother, my All. I don't have to reach 
out to some distant star. I just sit in stillness to know You're not far. As close as the air and as warm 
as the sun, Your love saves and comforts, the battle is won, the battle is won. So near to me, dear 
for me, I'm not alone. Your love and Your Law are my shelter and home. Please help me to keep to 
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